
EGC Turkey 2025 Tour Report 
This is a brief recap of things that happened (from my perspective, Ian Holder) on the 2025 ECG Golf Tour to Turkey. 

 

What a tour… what a hotel… what golf courses… what am I babbling on about… 

It started with the usual morning get together at the complex to get onto the coach to take us 27 golfers & partners to 
Gatwick for the flight to Turkey. 

How we joked and laughed to each other “have you got your passport?” hang on, where is George going??? No, I 
can’t believe that Lee didn’t pick up his son’s bag with his wallet & passport in when packing the car… 

Luckily, we were still waiting for a few to arrive so oƯ Sally & George carefully drove home (so Lee was telling me) to 
pick it up. 

When the cheers died down after his arrival, we got underway. What a smooth & pleasant journey to the airport, with 
everyone questioning why the driver took the route out of Bracknell with the most amount of traƯic I’ve ever seen… 

  



Anyway, after checking in and the nervous wait to see if the golf bag is overweight, time for the usual Full English & 
Pint of beer at the Wetherspoons in the airport… sadly no.  

The gate number open & most of us only had time to buy a snack & bottle of water from the airport shops, all except 
Adam though. 



Unfortunately, Ali was still recovering from his various injuries (too many to mention here, but if you ask him he will 
fill you in, as long as you have a couple of hours to spare).  

This meant he had a VIP ride to the gate and early boarding to the plane. 

 

Nothing much happened on the flight, the landing or getting the oversized bags from the baggage handlers. Get the 
suitcases, for those that checked them in, that was another story.  

As a few of us had our essentials already, we made our way outside and contacted the tour rep and made ourselves 
known to them and waited for the rest of the group. And waited, and waited, and waited. 

Eventually we all had our bags and then a 3-mile trek (or that’s what it felt like) started to get to the coach to get us to 
the Seren Belek Hotel. 



A short drive led us to the main entrance to the hotel, and then the tour began. The friendly staƯ got us checked in, 
the bell boys got our bags to the rooms and then WOW… 

 

The view in the morning wasn’t that bad either. 

 



 

Day 1, Roommate Pairs. 

With the 20 players in the shirts sorted out by Martyn O, the first day’s play got underway at the Pasha Course where I 
wore my newly presented Captains Hat with pride (this may become a tradition now…). 

 

  



Results of the Roommate Pairs. 

 



 

Day 2, Ryder Cup (Night Golf) 

With a morning oƯ, that at least one youngster needed to recover from the hospitality of the bar staƯ, we then played 
our usual Ryder Cup with the Seniors against the Men at the Caraya Course, with the fist half being under normal 
conditions and then the floodlights came on for some spectacular views and some interesting playing conditions oƯ 
the fairways.  

My opponent for the evening was our supposedly injured President Ali. I would like to thank him for the game and 
congratulate him for playing so well. Having played with him on numerous occasions, I have not seen him strike the 
ball so well and so consistent. I was approx. 4 over par for the front 9 and only 2 up!! 

For myself, waiting for the green t clear on the par 3, 8th hole and teeing oƯ second, after seeing my opponent Ali 
hitting the bottom of the floodlight to the right side of the green, to put my shot to 6ft (and win the hole with a birdie, 
sorry Ali) is something I won’t forget in a while. 

 



 

Results of the Ryder Cup 

 

The Seniors Retained the EGC Tour Ryder Cup (by default) 



P.S. I know that ‘By Default’ will wind up a few people, that’s why it’s in here…. 

 

Day 3, Rest Day 

A day oƯ to relax, go to the beach, have a drink or 3 and enjoy all the amenities the hotel had to oƯer or whatever 
everyone else done. 

 

  



Day 4, Individual Day 1 

This was played at the Sultan Course and saw last year’s winner Liam, score a brilliant 39 points, 2 ahead of George 
on 37 points. 

 



Liams score was also remarkable as we had already been cut 2 shots for winning last year’s tour (to Spain) as well as 
it being the first time playing the course. Well done to the Tour Virgins, Brendon & Lee for 3rd & 4th respectively. 

You may have noticed I’m only focusing on the good points, I won’t mention the buggy situation on that day. 

 

Day 5, Individual Day 2 

Back to the Pasha Course for the second time. I would like to apologise to my playing partners for my play that day. 
As the saying goes, I couldn’t hit a barn door with a banjo that day when on the fairway. Brendon saved my sanity with 
5 words ‘Ian, hit the f*****g ball!’… amazing how simple it was after that. 

Anyway, another couple of stellar rounds by George & Laim, with an administrative error to the handicap’s 
adjustments meaning George was first with 34, Liam second with 33 on countback from Champs with 33 also. 

 

 



 

 

As you can see by the table above, there were some clear winners and losers with Martin G the clear loser of the 
Blobby Prize with 13 points, and Liam 1 point ahead of George in the Tour Putter. 

 

  



Day 6, Individual Day 3 

Back to the Sultan Course for the second time. Playing in reverse order, we got underway, and I had the pleasure of 
playing with Michael, Ali & Malcolm. I hand arranged with Malcolm to drive oƯ with the buggy on the first tee, bringing 
back memories of Tenerife of Ali being stranded with no clubs on the last day on the 18th hole, you can ask either of 
them to retell that story. Unfortunately for Malcolm, his nicotine intake had to be curtailed due to a lighter that had 
run out of gas and some matches that needed 4 of them together to light 1 cigarette.  

Then, on the 16th hole, after all of us put balls into the stream in front of the green, it was my turn to drop a ball and 
chip it to the flag. This fantastic chip resulted in me gliding over the top of the ball, pushing it further into the rough, 
shouting ‘F*** YOU!!’ and the smashing it into the pond of the right of the green in a fit of rage. 

As you could expect, all my playing partners were very respectful and bust into fits of laughter… 

Then Malcolm drove the buggy for 5m, the first time all day long, parked it behind the green and there it stayed, 
broken down… 

Luckily, we managed to get a replacement buggy on the following hole and carried on to the 19th hole. 

 

  



Overall Results. 

 

 

Congratulations to George Wood for winning this years Tour Putter and Dean Farrer for winning the Tour Plate. 

 

  



The Finale 

After the results were known, and unknown to the majority of us, the ladies on tour greeted us on our return to the 
hotel, serenading the winners oƯ the bus. 

 

 

  



Due to me calling out the names of the winners as they disembarked the bus, I don’t have pictures or videos that I 
have been allowed to put in here… 

 

Final Evening Meal 

As is my tradition for the last meal on tour, I will usually wear a subtly coloured shirt to try to blend into the 
background.  

 

Nah, hideous shirt to the forefront… George receiving the winner’s prize.  

 



I need to thank everyone for going on tour this year, hopefully you enjoyed it. Going back to Turkey was my choice, but 
the team in the background made it possible. 

Huge thanks need to go to Martyn Osment, Steve Cross & Antonio Reginaldo for their work behind the scenes.  

 

Winners List 

Tour Putter Winner – George Woods     Tour Plate Winner – Dean Farrer 

Second Place – Liam Coxhead     Third Place – Lee Woods 

Fourth Place – Martyn Osment     Fifth Place – Brendon Loftus 

 

Mr Blobby Winner – Ken Robinson     Mr Blobby Loser – Liam Coxhead 

Tour Turkey (worst score on last day) – Adam Brash 

 

JeƯ Retalic Award – Ali Smith, perseverance through injury 

 

Captains Lost Ball Prize – Ken Robinson 

 

Random Team Winners – Matt Blackmore, Liam Coxhead, Dean Farrer, George Wods 



For this year, I decided to relax the number of fines imposed. However, due to your fines and donations, we have 
managed to raise £310.00 towards our Captains Charity ‘MIND’, Thank You.  

Next year’s EGC Tour 2026 will be heading to Majorca at the beginning of October. Sign-up is open on Master 
Scoreboard, right at the verry end of the list 

.  

P.S. I tried to keep it brief but 18 pages, wow…. 


