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CLUB nEWsLEttEr - OCtOBEr 2024 

 

Welcome to my 11th newsletter, Spanish Tour Special edition along with our usual and not so usual stuff. 

 

20th Club Tour to Estepona, Spain, Saturday 21st to Saturday 28th September 

Many thanks to our Tour Organiser Martyn Osment for running this year’s tour so smoothly, roll on Turkey 

in 2025! 

 

Day 1, Travel Day 

             

 

 

Day 2, Tour Shirts, Valle Romano – Room Mate Pairs Competition 

 

 

 

             
Fines imposed for forgetting vouchers/delaying departure (Martyn), slow play (Adam took one for the 
team), littering the course (Chris leaving his range finder on the tee - we’ll come back to that!), arguing 
with lady over not having a logo ball and delaying return (Ian), late for evening presentation (Champs & 
Malcolm). 

Team photos curtesy of LC photography

  

1st George & Adam Brash, 41 points. 

2nd Martin Osment & Michael 

Mortensen, 41 points. 

3rd Bill Furlong & Tari, 38 points. 

4th Ian Holder & Liam Coxhead, 35 

points. 

 

NP 4th Graham Champion. 

NP 16th George Brash 

 

Most lost balls, Max Jadav, 14        

Many thanks to Tari’s wife Mandy for providing (the now traditional) tasty Aloo Pokara 

and puri to sustain us on the coach to Gatwick at 2 o’clock in the morning. 
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Day 3, Yellow Shirts, Atalya Old Course – Individual Stableford Competition (1 of 3) 

 
  

       
Fines included reckless buggy driving (George B), losing range find (Chris 2nd time!), hitting ball in to Champ’s buggy 
(Bill), dreadful scorecards (Martyn & Champs), incorrect scorecard (Adam), incorrect starter info (Ali), littering the 
bar with shoes (Steve) 

 
Day 4, Seniors (White shirts) v Men (Black shirts), Los Naranjos – Ryder Cup 

 

 

 

Day 

 

 

 

Fines included littering the course with wedge (Liam, returned by security), failing to reach the Ladies’ tee 
without usual penalty (Martyn & Ali, even on his 2nd shot!) 

1st Max J, 42 points  

2nd Liam C, 40 points. 

3rd Adam B, 37 points. 

4th George B, 35 points. 

 

NP 7th Steve Cross. 

NP 16th Adam Brash. 

Mr Blobby points: 

1st Liam & Martyn, 0 

Last Michael, 47 

Most lost balls, George F, 3 

Winners: 

Seniors 4.5 v 3.5 

 

NP 4th Malcolm Hayes. 

NP 17th Steve Cross. 

 

Most lost balls, Ali, 5 
 

Luckily 

Malcolm, 

“encouraged” 

by Champs, 

changed his 

shirt to avoid 

a fine! 

Following some initial confusion on his role, and 

subsequent fine, Seniors Captain Ali Smith led his team 

to victory against the Men. Pictured here with the 

prestigious Los Naranjos Championship trophy borrowed 

by yours truly (closely watched by staff and security) – 

Well done Seniors. photo curtesy of MJ photography  
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 5 (rest day) 
 
 

 

  

 

Day 6, Green shirts, Santa Clara - Individual Stableford Competition (2 of 3) 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fines included polluting the course (Ian, blaming earlier baked beans), non-payment of debts (Ali), multiple 
start sheets (Ian), littering the course with wedge (Adam), 4th Tee shot nearly killing (stationary) Captain & 
buggy partner Malcolm on 5th (Ian) 
 

 

 

  

1st Liam, 42 points. 

2nd Tari, 36 points. 

3rd Max, 34 points. 

4th Steve, 34 points. 

 

NP 3rd Ali S. 

NP 15th Adam B. 
 

Mr Blobby points: 

1st Steve C, 0 

Last Chris H, 65 

Most lost balls, Ian 4 

 

It’s hard work on tour! 

 

 

 

Some journalistic licence by the 

editor with the days. 
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Day 7, Blue Club shirts, Atalya Old Course - Individual Stableford Competition (3 of 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fines included dangerous throwing of club (Ian), failing to make Ladies’ tee (Adam), dangerous buggy 
driving (Steve), loosing range finder (Chris…. 3rd time!), littering the course (Les, lost ball, Adam, wedge).  
 
Overall results 
Congratulations to our Tour Champions:  
 
Tour Putter Winner Liam Coxhead, 116 points 
 
Tour Putter 2nd George Brash, 99 points 
Tour Putter 3rd Adam Brash, 96 points 
Tour Putter 4th Max Jadav, 95 points 
 
Team Winners George Brash, Tari, Chris Hartney, 358 points 
 
Tour Plate Winner George Friedman, 33 points (Day 6) 
 
Tour Turkey Ian Holder, 18 points (Day 6) 
 
Mr Blobby Winner Graham Champion, 155 points (retaining the award from 2023) 
Mr Blobby Looser (least points) George Brash, 25 points 
 
 
 

1st Liam, 34 points. 

2nd George B, 34 

points. 

3rd George F, 33 points. 

4th Steve, 29 points. 

 

NP 7th George F. 

NP 11th n/a, charity. 

Mr Blobby points: 

1st George B, 0 

Last Ian, 70 

Most lost balls, Chris 4 
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Jeff Retallic award 

  
 
Mystery Prize – Most Lost Balls 
Chris Hartney won this year’s Mystery Prize on countback from Max Jadav, (both clear winners losing 18 
balls each). George Brash had the least lost balls (2). 
 
Fine totals 
Your Captain Adam was fined the most (7 times), followed closely by your President, Ali and Vice Captain 
Ian (both 6 times) ….. must say something about your committee? 
 
Exploding balls           
Liam and Max caught out on the range!                      Caddies 

   
 
Captain’s Charity – Wokingham Men’s Shed 

We raised £315 in fines and donations on tour in Spain bringing the total raised to date to around £4,500 

Thank you all so much for your generosity. Representatives from the WMS will be at our AGM this year to 

say thank you. 

 

 

Many thanks to our 
Caddies, Di, Liz, and 
Soraya for seeing us 
off every morning and 
welcoming us back on 
our return every 
evening, and generally 
keeping us in order 
(most of us anyway!) 
 

This award is for the tourist 
achieving the most Jeff like 
behaviour and this year, was 
awarded to Chris Hartney for 
losing his range finder 3 TIMES!!! 
over 3 different days 
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Competitions – Update from Dean Pullen  
Congratulations to the following competition winners: 
1/9/24 Presidents Putter – Max Jadav 40 points 
7/9/24 September Medal – Garry White Nett 63 
8/9/24 Club Champion – Mark Ingram Gross 149 
           Seniors Scratch Champion – Mark Pearson Gross 159  
           Player of the Year – Steve Hambly 134 points 
           Bill Glennon Summer Eclectic – Duncan Kim Nett 60 
12/9/24 Midweek Stableford – Les Smith 37 points 
15/9/24 Barry Lane Friendship Trophy – Marc Shoobridge/Craig McGuinness 
19/9/24 Seniors Midweek Medal – Alisdhair Beckingham Nett 68 
22/9/24 Jock Cockburn – Luke Dozier 41 points 
26/9/24 Midweek Medal – Cancelled 
28/9/24 – EGC Masters Round of 32 – Mike Frawley 41 points 
 
WhatsApp: Should you need to withdraw or be added to a competition after it has closed, can you please 
use the Competitions Group Chat rather than personal chats. It's easier to check back over one chat than 
numerous ones and less liable for me to miss anything. Thanks. 
 
Starters: There have been too many instances recently of Starters pulling out of competitions. This causes 
a major reorganisation as I need to find a replacement from those still playing, as well as reorganising the 
Start Sheet. The penalty for pulling out is first starting duties for the next two competitions. I'd rather not 
issue these penalties if possible but they will be issued if necessary. 
 
Extreme Weather Conditions: I will be speaking to the BB&O in the next few days to clarify the situation 
regarding extreme weather conditions. Once I have some information, I will post something on the 
relevant WhatsApp groups. 
 
Away Day: The last Away Day of 2024. Full English Breakfast and 18 holes of golf for £70.00 on one of 
Surrey's finest parkland courses. Based in the Surrey sand belt, the course is playable all year round. Last 
leg of the 2024 Away Day Champion of the Year. 
 
Away Weekend: The Reg Dawkins Away Weekend in 2025 is at the Meon Valley Golf & Country Club from 
21st-23rd March 2025. 2 Nights Bed, Breakfast & Evening Meals along with 3 Rounds of Golf for £228.00. 
Great value for what is always a great weekend. 
 
Sign up for both the Away Day & Away Weekend is on Master Scoreboard. 

 

Membership – Update from Stephen Eddy 

Welcome back to Easthampstead Golf Club Simon Lennon. 

Welcome also to our new members: John Gill and Alan Pantling, make sure to enjoy all our club has to offer. 
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Knockouts – Update from Vice Captain Kevin Lee 
Congratulations to the following winners and well done to everyone who took part. 
Griffith Pairs Winners – Tony Newson & Matt Blackmore 
Jeff Retallic Senior Singles Winner – Paul Stephens 
Smith Shield Scratch Winner – Richard Lansley 
Captains Prize Winner – Lee Woods 
Tim Barter Winner – Mark Pearson 
George Richardson Trophy Final - abandoned due to weather extension given scheduled to be Played 
Monday 14th October 
Ian Nicholson Senior Pairs Final - abandoned twice due to weather extension given scheduled to be played 
Friday 18th October 
 

Webmaster – Chris Corbett’s tip of the month 
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Seniors – Update from Les Smith 

 

Summer friendlies 2024 

We had another good year, winning 8 matches, losing 2, with 3 drawn. 3 matches were cancelled. 

ό[ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ нлно ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ π ² фΣ [ нΣ 5 н ǿƛǘƘ ŀƎŀƛƴ о ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘύΦ 

2024 results WON LOST DRAW CANX 

HOME 5 0 2 1 

AWAY 3 2 1 2 

TOTAL 8 2 3 3 
 

For at least the third year running we were unbeaten at home. 

Results of each match:- 

  2024 results  нлно ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ 

     
Farnham Park HOME Cancelled  ²ƻƴ пπм 
Bird Hills AWAY Lost 2.5-3.5  ²ƻƴ пπн 
White Lodge HOME Draw 3-3  ²ƻƴ оΦрπнΦр 
Sherfield Oaks AWAY Won 5-1  5Ǌŀǿ оπо 
Thorney Park AWAY Won 4-2  5Ǌŀǿ оπо 
Hennerton HOME Won 5-1  ²ƻƴ рπм 
Theale HOME Won 6-0  /ŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ 
Hennerton AWAY Won 4-2  [ƻǎǘ нΦрπоΦр 
Huntswood AWAY Lost 0-6  [ƻǎǘ лΦрπрΦр 
Sherfield Oaks HOME Draw 3-3  ²ƻƴ оΦрπнΦр 
Birds Hills HOME Won 4.5-1.5  ²ƻƴ рΦрπлΦр 
White Lodge AWAY Draw 3-3  ²ƻƴ пΦрπмΦр 
Thorney Park HOME Won 4-2  ²ƻƴ пΦрπмΦр 
Farnham Park AWAY Cancelled  /ŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ 
Theale AWAY Cancelled  /ŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ 
Huntswood HOME Won 4.5-1.5  ²ƻƴ рπм 

      

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

38 players represented the club in these summer friendlies όнлно πпн ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎύ 

M4 winter league – We won our first match at home to Stockley Park 2 ½ - 1 ½  
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Juniors – Update from Richard Lansley and Gill Brash 

Congratulations to Katy Lansley on winning the Juniors Club Championship competition for the 2nd year in a 

row. 

                                                  
 
Congratulations to Captain Katy Lansley’s team beating Vice Captain Maxime Chan’s team on the 5th 
October. 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations to 

Katy Lansley on 

winning the Juniors 

Club Championship 

competition, 28th 

September, with a 

gross 74, 2nd year in 

a row. 

Congratulations to 

Amilie Clarkin on 

winning the first 

Jeff’s Challenge Cup, 

3 clubs and a putter, 

on 5th October 
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Jeff Retallic’s tree – “Jeff in his happy place” 

 

 

  

Jeff’s Tree and plaque are 

now in place between the 

13th Tee and 10th fairway. 

So when you pass by, no 

matter how bad your 

game, take a moment to 

smile over a happy 

memory. 
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50th Anniversary – LAST CALL, SIGN UP CLOSES 31ST OCTOBER FOR NEXT YEAR’S TOUR 

                                 + DON’T MISS OUT ON SIGN UP FOR THE DINNER DANCE 

 

 

  

*Note: The estimated cost excludes buggies which if required, will 

cost approximately £140 per golfer for the week 

* 
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Tony’s Top Tip 

2025 festivities will start on 25th 

January with a celebratory event at 

the De Vere Wokefield Estate Golf 

Club (near Reading) for £50 per 

person, which includes a drink on 

arrival, a 3-course evening meal 

and a party afterwards where we 

would hope to see you all there. 

We have arranged for those going, 

if they require it, to book 

accommodation at a heavily 

discounted rate for the night of the 

event, including breakfast the 

following day from £99 per room 

for 2 people sharing (normally from 

£192 per room).  
 

There will also be a fun golf event the morning after the 

party (details once numbers have been confirmed), for those 

brave souls willing to go out in the brisk January air. Please 

contact Kevin Lee to reserve your place at the anniversary 

evening and for details of how to get the discounted room 

rate, if required. 
 



                                       

    

Captain’s Charity is thE WOKinGhaM MEn’s shED 

      

What is thE WOKinGhaM MEn’s shED Charity? 
Brief History 

Men’s Sheds first started in Australia in the 1980s around Broken Hill involving a number of former miners. There are 

now in excess of 1,000 Sheds throughout Australia. The Irish Men’s Sheds Association was established in 2011 and 

was the first Shed association to be founded in the Northern Hemisphere.  2013 saw the first Shed in Scotland.  By 

2015, Men’s Sheds were also active throughout Europe and South Asia. This included over fifty Men’s Sheds in New 

Zealand and over two hundred in Ireland.  By end of 2019, there were over 550 Men’s Sheds across the UK. The 

United States has also set up a national association and had 3 Sheds in Hawaii, Minnesota and Michigan by 2017. UK 

Men’s Sheds were founded in 2013 with the formation of 30 Sheds in different parts of the country. We are part of 

the UK’s National Men’s Shed Association but each Shed is run independently by its own committee. 

What is the Purpose of a Men’s Shed? 

Men’s Sheds are similar to garden sheds – a place to pursue practical interests at leisure, to practice skills and enjoy 

making and mending. The difference is that garden sheds and their activities are often solitary in nature while Men’s 

Sheds are the opposite. They’re about social connections and friendship building, sharing skills and knowledge, and 

of course a lot of laughter. All men are welcome at Men’s Sheds. They’ll find something interesting to do, people to 

talk with, support and learning, but most of all a place where they can be men. Men at all stages of their lives are 

essential to a good society, and Sheds help keep them well and engaged. They also do a lot of community work, 

supporting others. 

What Happens in a Shed? 

Every Shed is different. Every Shed is run by the men in it, and they decide what to do. Some fix cars and motor bikes, 

some hold painting classes but in Wokingham our main focus is on carpentry. Our Shed gets involved in community 

projects such as restoring village features and building things for parks, schools, care homes and individuals in need. 

So far, we have mainly made items from scrap wood and palettes such as planters, greenhouse staging and therapy 

boards for dementia patients. 

Why Are Men’s Sheds Needed? 

For a long time, research has shown the negative impact of loneliness and isolation on a person’s health and 

wellbeing. Recently we have seen more evidence come to light that shows loneliness and isolation can be as 

hazardous to our health as obesity and excessive smoking. Surveys from mental health charities are finding that 

millions of people report feeling lonely on a daily basis. 

Men typically find it more difficult to build social connections than women, and unlike women of a similar age, older 

men have fewer networks of friends and rarely share personal concerns about health or personal worries. This is not 

the case for all men, but for some, when retirement comes, it can feel like personal identity and purpose is lost. 

Men’s Sheds can change all of that. 

Sheds are about meeting like-minded people and having someone to share your worries with. They are about having 

fun, sharing skills and knowledge and gaining a renewed sense of purpose and belonging. As a by-product of all of 

that, they allow men to deal with mental health challenges more easily and remain independent, they rebuild 

communities and, in some cases even save men’s lives. 

                                                              https://wokinghammensshed.org.uk/ 

https://wokinghammensshed.org.uk/

