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CLUB NEWSLETTER - DECEMBER 2023
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MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR
Welcome to my first newsletter as Captain (above centre). | hope you enjoy reading it.

AGM, Thursday 23" November
We said thankyou and farewell to Steve Hambly and Steve Cross who both stood down from the committee. We said
welcome to the committee to Andrew Sansom (Treasure) and Tom Evans (Externals Organiser). We thanked Kevin
and lan for agreeing to be my Vice Captains and all the other committee members and club officers for their
continued support.

Steve Cross Kevin Lee and lan Holder Andrew Sansom
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Congratulations to all the prize winners. Here are photos of those that were able to collect their silverware.

Chris
Corbett

raham

yibley
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President’s Award, Thursday 23" November

At The AGM John Ibbotson was the recipient of the annual President's Award (Previous winners:- Dean Pullen and lan
Goodall). This award was made to mark his immense contribution to the club over the 29 years that he has been a
member. In addition to having been Captain in 2004 John has organised numerous social events. His boundless
energy and ability to engage others ensured that members invariably enjoyed them all. By the sheer force of his
personality, John has added immeasurably to numerous club tours and away weekends. A very well deserved award
for a very popular and respected member of our club.
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David’s Whisky Tasting evening, Friday 24*" November

Many thanks to David, ably assisted by his wife Sue for a perfect Whisky Tasting event at the club. We had an
informative and engaging presentation on how to value a bottle of whisky and then we had to value various bottles
he brought to show us, along with an auction game. Needless to say, many of our valuations were far off the mark.
We had our usual five whisky nips plus a few extras for those who were not tipsy enough. The meal prepared by
Janet and cooked by Sonya was truly excellent. “The Haggis starter was as good as | have tasted. The main course
continued the Scottish theme with Stovies and Rumbledethumps, followed by Flummery for dessert, all of which
were delicious. | would strongly recommend these evenings to anyone who enjoys a wee nip or two” commented
John Ibbotson. We don’t underestimate the amount of time and effort involved to make these events run smoothly,
it is much appreciated.
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Junior’s Turkey Trot, Saturday 2" December

The Juniors braved freezing temperatures for their annual Turkey Trot. Congratulations to the winners.

Huxley (2023 Most Improved Player,
Summer Eclectic winner and TT Best
dressed), Amy (2023 Pairs KO Winner,
Katy (2023 Club Champs Winner,
2024 Captain), Amilie (Div 1 Winner),
Callum, Anjini, Oscar (2023 Pairs KO
Winner), Ryley

Danil, Callum, Maxime (Player of
the Year 2023, Vice Captain 2024),
Oscar

George, Theo, Alex, Luke

Ben (2023 Easter
Bunny and Singles
KO Winner, Ed (Div Lucy on 7), Huxley
3 Winner)

Ruva, Liam (NP on 3), Ruofan, James, Elinor (Div 2 and Overall Winner, NP

CAPTAIN'S CHARITY IS THE WOKINGHAM MEN’S SHED
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Men’s Turkey Trot, Saturday 10" December
Thank you to all those who were able to support my first major, the 2023 Turkey Trot in aid of the Wokingham Men'’s
Shed Charity. Massive thanks to all those involved in the organisation. It was a great day and we had NO RAIN!!

Nearest the pin winners were:
3 Mike Frawley 7% Kirrill Bates 14" Richard Langley 17" Nick McConnachie

g i
-

Booby Prize Ineligible
Andrew Sansom (20 points) Dean Farrer (34 points)

il

Division 3 (3") Division 3 (2™) Division 3 (1%)
Adam Brash (34 points) Gary Bishop (36 points) Julian David (37 points)
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Division 2 (3") Division 2 (2") Division 2 (1%)
Mike Frawley (38 points) Joe Saunders (39 points) lan Holder (39 points)

1

Division 1 (3™) Division 1 (2)
Mark Read (35 points) Antonio Reginaldo (36 points)

Overall Winner Best dressed (1%) Best dressed (2")
Dale Williams (43 poi_nts) Graham Champion John Ibbotson
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Thanks to Mike Frawley and lan Kershaw for their winning bids in our auction for the 4 Ball voucher at Woodhall Spa
(kindly donated by Paul Stephens) and the Callaway Rogue driver.

Thanks to Gill and my children Laura, Abbie, George and Omar (taking the photo) for the Halfway Hut and help
throughout the day, it wouldn’t have worked without you.

CAPTAIN'S CHARITY IS THE WOKINGHAM MEN’S SHED
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Competitions — Update from Dean Pullen

Congratulations to the following competition winners:
Autumn 9 Hole Stableford: Antonio Reginaldo/Mark Norris 21 points

Seniors Midweek 9 Hole Stableford: Terry Kennewell 22 points
Midweek Stableford: Dave Loveday 18 points
Ray Winter League 1: Sean Wheatley 40 points

The following are available for booking:

Away Weekend 2024: East Sussex National Friday 22" — Sunday 24" March 2024
Captains Away Day 2024: Wokefield Park 27th June 2024.

Away Days 2024: Guildford GC Monday 26 February

Dean has been busy updating our Competition rules. Changes and additions (only) are shown here highlighted in red text:

Booking In
On competition day the procedure for Signing In to a competition is as follows:
e Sign In to the competition on the PC in the Pro-Shop checking that your Course and Playing Handicap are correct. This
must be done a minimum of 30 minutes before your tee time.
e  Book in with the Pro-Shop.
e  Report to the starters based in the bar.
e  Obtain your scorecard from the Starters.

Slow Play rule
This rule also applies to Away Days, Away Weekends and Club Tours.

Tied Scores

If scores are tied in Strokeplay Competitions the result will be decided on Countback over the last 9 holes, then last 6 holes, then
last 3 holes then the final hole. If 2 or more players cannot be separated after applying Countback, the prize money will be
shared.

Best of Series Competitions

Scores recorded in competitions where a player does not meet the eligibility criteria will not be included in any Best of Series
Competitions, such as Eclectics and Player of the Year. Only competitions played over 18 holes will eligible for the awarding of
points in the Player of the Year.

Animal Dung
Animal Dung is a loose impediment that may be removed under Rule 15.1. If your ball is affected by Animal Dung you may mark,
clean and replace your ball without penalty.

Midweek Competitions
Bans: Any bans incurred in Weekend Competitions apply to Weekend Competitions only, and any bans incurred in Midweek
Competitions apply to Midweek Competitions only.

2024 Knockouts
5. It is the first named player(s) responsibility to organise each match. In organising matches a minimum of three dates must be
suggested, which must include at least one weekend date.
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Seniors — Update from Les Smith
We've had 2 matches postposed in November in the M4 winter league due to the weather. We have played 3
matches, winning one and losing two. The next matches are in February — hoping for better weather!

Webmaster — Tip from Chris Corbett

Use your eye: If you've had trouble typing your password because the login page is ‘hiding’ the characters you type,
there’s a new feature to help. You can expose your password by clicking the new ‘eye’ icon you will find at the end of
the password entry

field.

Members — Update from Stephen Eddy
Welcome to our latest new member George Woods.

Knock Outs — Update from Kevin Lee
Sign up for the 2024 knockouts opens on master scoreboard 1% January 2024.

50™ Anniversary — Update from the 50th Anniversary Subcommittee Chaired by lan Holder
Please read the separate EGC Golden Anniversary Newsletter issued by the subcommittee.

Thanks to Steve Cross for organising the 2nd Last Man Standing in support of our 50™" Anniversary celebrations in
2025. As | type Steve, David Ray and John Ibbotson remain in the running.

Thanks to Graham Dibley and Antonio Reginaldo for running the Winter League Sweep. With Sean Wheatley and Joe
Saunders coming 15 and 2" in the Winter League, winners were:

1 Bill Furlong, Ed Lyons and George Freidman

2" Adam Brash, Gary Bishop, John Carpmail

Please continue to support these events as they are announced.

Complex
Trackman is up and running so we look forward to making the most of it in 2024.

CAPTAIN'S CHARITY IS THE WOKINGHAM MEN’S SHED
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WHAT IS THE WOKINGHAM MEN’S SHED CHARITY?

Brief History

Men’s Sheds first started in Australia in the 1980s around Broken Hill involving a number of former miners. There are
now in excess of 1,000 Sheds throughout Australia. The Irish Men’s Sheds Association was established in 2011 and
was the first Shed association to be founded in the Northern Hemisphere. 2013 saw the first Shed in Scotland. By
2015, Men’s Sheds were also active throughout Europe and South Asia. This included over fifty Men’s Sheds in New
Zealand and over two hundred in Ireland. By end of 2019, there were over 550 Men'’s Sheds across the UK. The
United States has also set up a national association and had 3 Sheds in Hawaii, Minnesota and Michigan by 2017. UK
Men'’s Sheds were founded in 2013 with the formation of 30 Sheds in different parts of the country. We are part of
the UK’s National Men’s Shed Association but each Shed is run independently by its own committee.

What is the Purpose of a Men’s Shed?

Men'’s Sheds are similar to garden sheds — a place to pursue practical interests at leisure, to practice skills and enjoy
making and mending. The difference is that garden sheds and their activities are often solitary in nature while Men’s
Sheds are the opposite. They’re about social connections and friendship building, sharing skills and knowledge, and
of course a lot of laughter. All men are welcome at Men’s Sheds. They’ll find something interesting to do, people to
talk with, support and learning, but most of all a place where they can be men. Men at all stages of their lives are
essential to a good society, and Sheds help keep them well and engaged. They also do a lot of community work,
supporting others.

What Happens in a Shed?

Every Shed is different. Every Shed is run by the men in it, and they decide what to do. Some fix cars and motor bikes,
some hold painting classes but in Wokingham our main focus is on carpentry. Our Shed gets involved in community
projects such as restoring village features and building things for parks, schools, care homes and individuals in need.
So far, we have mainly made items from scrap wood and palettes such as planters, greenhouse staging and therapy
boards for dementia patients.

Why Are Men’s Sheds Needed?

For a long time, research has shown the negative impact of loneliness and isolation on a person’s health and
wellbeing. Recently we have seen more evidence come to light that shows loneliness and isolation can be as
hazardous to our health as obesity and excessive smoking. Surveys from mental health charities are finding that
millions of people report feeling lonely on a daily basis.

Men typically find it more difficult to build social connections than women, and unlike women of a similar age, older
men have fewer networks of friends and rarely share personal concerns about health or personal worries. This is not
the case for all men, but for some, when retirement comes, it can feel like personal identity and purpose is lost.
Men’s Sheds can change all of that.

Sheds are about meeting like-minded people and having someone to share your worries with. They are about having
fun, sharing skills and knowledge and gaining a renewed sense of purpose and belonging. As a by-product of all of
that, they allow men to deal with mental health challenges more easily and remain independent, they rebuild
communities and, in some cases even save men’s lives.

https://wokinghammensshed.org.uk/

-

CAPTAIN'S CHARITY IS THE WOKINGHAM MEN’S SHED
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